
Week 2 Small Group 

Acts 1:8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes 

on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all 

Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

Here in Acts 8 we begin to see how these followers of Jesus 

Christ filled with and guided by the Holy Spirit began to do just 

that.  

The story- Philip and the Ethiopian Enuch.  

This is a different Philip and he is known as Philip the deacon based on 

being one of the apostles and  was one of the 7 chose to oversee the 

care for the widows in the Jerusalem Church.  The criteria for the 

selection was that he had to be full of the spirit and wisdom!  

Because of this He was called Philip the Deacon. But because of the 

persecution of the church led by one Saul of Tarsus Philip ends up in 

Samaria and is a witness for Jesus Christ.  “You will be my witnesses in 

Jersualem, all Judea, and now Samaria.  This took a serious walk across 

the room, across the street, across a divide that was centuries old.  The 

good news about Jesus was now being shared by Philip with the 

Samaritans, those half breeds, those remnants of the Northern Tribes 

who had intermarried and although they worshiped Yawheh did not do it 

right according to the Jews.  So Philip like Jesus did not let the prejudices 

 of his day stop him from sharing the gospel with these Samaritans and a 

revival broke out.  But God does not let him stay in Samria.  It is now 
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time for Philip to be his witness or at least prepare the way for there to 

witnesses of Jesus to the uttermost parts of the world.  

God was at work in the life of an Africanwho was according to the book of 

Acts . . . . . an Ethiopian a eunuch, an important official in charge of all 

the treasury of the “queen of the Ethiopians”. This man had gone to 

Jerusalem to worship, 

God was already working in the Ethiopian’s  mind and heart.  He was 

ready.  Last week we saw how there can be lost ones right in the house, 

here see how there are lost ones in need of direction from the uttermost 

parts of the earth right in our neighborhood, state, nation. This 

conversion was as simple as picking a ripe mango ready to fall from a 

tree. 

The story is  not so much about the African, the Ethiopian  as it is 

about Philip being available to work where God is working 

coming along side one in whom God has prepared.  

-The Fields are ripe for harvest. What is needs is a harvester.  

Gary-In my 2nd pastorate I had just such an encounter.  His name was 

Gary.  Gary was a pilot who flew the shuttle from Ponca City Oklahoma 

for Conoco Dupont several days a week to Houston TX  Willmington 

Deleware.   He came to church on the invitation of a neighbor on Palm 

Sunday and saw an Easter Contata.  I noticed Gary , His wife, and his 

children on the back row and the Holy Spirit nudged me and I felt I need 

to go pay a visit in their home.  So I went on a Thursday Night. 
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The Fruit was Ready.  I had hardly sat down when Gary began to ask me 

“ How does one go about being born again.”  I didn’t want to rush things 

so I said, I would be glad to come back  another time and show you how 

to be born again, or perhaps you could come by my office. But Gary 

would not take no for an answer and that evening at his kitchen table 

accepted Christ as his personal savior and was born again following a 

simple gospel presentation.  That next Sunday he came forward making a 

public declaration of his faith.  His wife watch and waited to see if it was 

real and soon she came forward and was born again as were his two 

children.  I disciple Gary each week over breakfast as the Grand Café!  

These are the kinds of evangelistic conversations I love because 

a person has been prepared by the Lord to this point, and I get to 

be the one God uses to bring that person into the kingdom. 

These encounters reminds me that God is the Evangelist, that 

the Holy Spirit goes before us to prepare the way, and that when 

we are obedient to His promptings, the Lord can use us. 

 

 So here in Acts 8:26-40. 

 

Philip had been directed by the Lord to “Go to the south road, the desert 

road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” 

 

Philip was then prompted to go and stand near a chariot that was on the 
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road. 

Philip hears a man reading a particular passage from the book of Isaiah. 

Philip asks if he understands. 

 

The man’s response: “How can I unless someone explains it to 

me? Please tell me who the prophet is talking about.” 

 

35 Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the 

good news about Jesus. 

The eunuch believed, he took baptism, and went on his way rejoicing, 

never to see Philip again. 

 

In this story first we have  

1. A Seeker 

The Ethiopian was a Seeker.  We know from the text what Philip didn’t 

know at first. This man had been coming from Jerusalem, where he had 

been to worship God. Philip didn’t know him, but found a man reading out 

loud from the Old Testament. 

This man shows all the signs of one who is spiritually thirsty. 
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•He had reworked his schedule to go to Jerusalem on his own. 

•He was reading from the Scripture. 

•He wanted somebody to explain what he was reading. 

•He was willing to search for the truth. 

•He was willing to understand. 

This man was hungry for the things of God. He was spiritually thirsty. 

Prepared by God. 

 

All he needed was a person to help explain. 

Second we have an obedient Evangelist.  

The Lord used an obedient Philip to help this man into the kingdom. 

 

MathEquation 

Both sides always balance 

God worked both sides of the equation, so to speak, putting Philip and 

the spiritually thirsty eunuch in the same place at the same time.  This 

positioning is the Role of the Holy Spirit in Evangelism. 

All Philip had to do in this encounter with a stranger was to obey the 

promptings of the Holy Spirit. 

In other words, Philip got to work with God. 
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Philip didn’t 

•need to pry open a hard heart like a can of beans. 

•have to waste hours of conversation about the existence of God. 

•need to get the Eunuch to the starting point of a Gospel Script 

All the talk in the world could not replace the work of God that prepared 

the eunuch ahead of time. 

Just like my friend Gary who told me later he had several people share 

the plan of salvation with him before that night in his home.  

Luke on summarizes the conversation as “the good news about Jesus”. 

This was not a Scripted Evangelism Conversation. 

 

So what? 

For one brief afternoon, the stories of these two strangers intersected. 

Philip was doing his ordinary routine when the Lord prompted him to go 

to specific place. The Ethiopean was simply going home after a 

pilgrimage. 

But at one moment, their paths crossed and one man’s destiny was 

changed. 

Phlip was living in 3D. 

1. Develop Friendships with people outside his usual circle . . .  
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2. Discover Stories-The Ethiopean’s story . . .  

3. Discern Next Steps- Faithful to the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Everytime you go anwhere ask God . . .  

 

 

“ where are you at work?” 

 

It’s much easier to cooperate with God’s activity, rather than wasting 

hours of argument prying open a locked heart. 

We see what we are looking for or have been prepared to see! 

 

 

One Last Thing-Do not count out anyone as a possible Friend, a person 

God wants you to get to know. 

The conversion of the Ethiopian eunuch graphically demonstrates the 

inclusiveness of the gospel. No apparent obstacle--whether physical 

defect, ethnicity or geographical remoteness--can place a person beyond 

the saving call of the good news. 

 Unless you are Jewish you need to thank God that someone took that 

walk across the room, the street, a country, a continent, oceans but even 
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harder across  walls we humans build between ourselves be it age, 

economic status, sex, ethnicity, ect . . . . 

He chose Israel so that, “That the world may know!”  

This is still God’s heart!  

Perhaps you have to this point like Philip been a good deacon Deacon 

Definition. The term deacon comes from the Greek word diákonos 

meaning servant or minister. It appears at least 29 times in the New 

Testament. 

Whereever you find yourself even if it is not where you want to be pay 

attention.  Even if it is your Samaria.  It might be time for you to become 

an evangelist, that is one who shares with others the good news about 

Jesus Christ.  
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